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Initiatives–At-A-Glance / Table Numbers 
1. Maritime Awareness Information System 

2. Modern Hydrography in Key Areas 

3. Cumulative Effects of Marine Shipping / Coastal Environmental Baseline 

4. Indigenous Advisory Monitoring Committee (IAMC) 

5. Western Canadian Marine Response Corporation 

6. Anchorages 

7. Places of Refuge 

8. Emergency Towing Capacity 

9. Environmental Response Overview 

10. Response Organization Standards/ Hazardous and Noxious Substances 

11. Oil Spill Science 

12. Mitigating underwater ship noise 

13. Marine Mammal Response 

14. Proactive Vessel Management 

15. Sensitivity Mapping for Preparedness and Response Activities 

16. Marine Training Program 

17. Oceans Protection Plan Fact Sheets / Funding 
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Maritime Awareness Information System 
Maritime Awareness and Information 
System 

Pacific Region Leads: Kelly Larkin (TC) and Scott 
Moseley (CCG) contact Kelly.Larkin@tc.gc.ca and 
Scott.Moseley@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

Purpose: To work with partners to develop a common operating picture, including real-time shipping 
information, marine environmental and oceanographic information, some planning tools and 
historical information about the marine environment. 
Opportunity and benefits to community: Increase understanding of what is happening in local waters 
and give partners and stakeholders the tools to participate in marine safety, emergency response and 
environmental protection activities. 
Timelines: 2018 – 2022 
Status update:  Pilot sites were chosen for North, Central and South coasts. Pilots begin Fall 2018. 
Next steps: Rollout of MAIS version 1 (under CCG) will begin in the Spring/Summer of 2018.  
Enhanced MAIS pilots (under TC) will begin in the Fall of 2018, and will also seek input from version 1 
users to develop a capable system which provides users the information they need to plan and make 
effective decisions, both individually and in collaboration with other government departments. 

 
Modern Hydrography in Key Areas 

  

 
 
 
  

Modern Hydrography in Key Areas Pacific Region Lead: Mark Leblanc, Canadian 
Hydrographic Service Mark.Leblanc@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
National Lead: Dave Prince, Canadian Hydrographic 
Services 

Purpose: To provide modern bathymetry in key nearshore areas and 23 Canadian Ports (13 in BC) 
Opportunity and benefits to community: Data collected will be used to produce updated navigation 
charts to enhance safety of navigation in the busiest BC Ports. Collected data will fills gaps in high-
resolution coastline and bathymetry in inter-tidal zones and near shore areas to output charts and 
enhanced ENCs for high-risk coastal sections. 
Timelines: Surveys will continue until through to 2020. Production will continue to 2022. 
Status update:   Five ports have been surveyed including Vancouver, Port Alberni and Crofton in the 
Southern Vancouver Island Area. Surveys are ongoing and production of charting will start in 2018. 
Electronic Navigation Charts is the priority. Notices to mariners were issued for discovered dangers 
(rocks and wrecks). North Juan de Fuca Strait was surveyed as part of the Nearshore Program. 
Next steps: Continue surveys including Nanaimo, Chemainus and Deltaport areas. 

mailto:Kelly.Larkin@tc.gc.ca
mailto:Scott.Moseley@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:Mark.Leblanc@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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Cumulative Effects of Marine Shipping 
Cumulative Effects of Marine Shipping  Pacific Region Lead: Paula Doucette 

Paula.Doucette@tc.gc.ca  
National Lead: Adele Cooper Adele. Cooper@tc.gc.ca   

Purpose: Through this initiative we will create a new cumulative effects assessment framework 
aiming to study the current marine environment that may be affected by current or future vessel 
traffic in 6 coastal sites across Canada.   
Opportunity and benefits to community: TC will work collaboratively with Indigenous Nations, 
coastal communities and the marine industry to develop a framework and methodology for assessing 
the cumulative effects of marine shipping in these 6 coastal sites.  The framework and methodology 
could be applied to other locations in the future.  
Timelines: 2018 – 2022 
Status update:  Currently in Phase 1 of Engagement, understanding marine vessel activities of 
concern and their related stressors; factors to be considered for determining spatial and temporal 
boundaries as well as how Indigenous uses of these areas are being impacted by vessel activities.  
Next steps: Move into Phase 2 – Identify valued components. Collect and amalgamate existing data 
related to shipping / marine vessel usage, environmental, cultural, indigenous perspectives. 
Determine spatial / temporal boundaries of each of the pilot study areas.  Workshop planned for Fall 
2018 to begin development of the assessment methodology. 

 
Coastal Environmental Baseline   

Coastal Environmental Baseline Pacific Region Lead: Sean MacConnachie 
National Lead: Nadine Templeman 
Engagement Contact: James Mortimor 
James.Mortimor@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

Purpose: Fisheries & Oceans Canada’s “Coastal Environmental Baseline Program” will collect 
comprehensive data on the state of marine ecosystems for six areas of the country where there is 
high or increasing vessel traffic:  

• Port of Vancouver, BC Port of Saint John, NB 
• Port of Prince Rupert, BC Placentia Bay, NL 
• Lower St. Lawrence Estuary, QC  Iqaluit, NU 

Opportunity and benefits to community: By gathering comprehensive baseline data, we may better 
detect changes in the environment. The Program will support evidence-based decisions. The data 
collected can be used to inform protection of sensitive marine habitat and species. We will be seeking 
input from Indigenous and coastal communities into the Program. 
Timelines: 5 yrs (Year 5 – 2021-2022) 
Status update:  Ongoing for all areas 
Next steps: Data collection, for Port of Vancouver, is aimed to begin in summer 2018 

mailto:Paula.Doucette@tc.gc.ca
mailto:Adele.%20Cooper@tc.gc.ca
mailto:James.Mortimor@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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Indigenous Advisory Monitoring Committee (IAMC) 
 

  

Indigenous Advisory Monitoring Committee 
(IAMC) 

National Lead: David Murray 
david.murray@canada.ca 

Purpose:  The Indigenous Advisory and Monitoring Committee (IAMC) brings together 13 Indigenous 
and six senior federal representatives to provide advice to regulators, and to monitor the Trans 
Mountain Expansion Project (TMX) and existing pipeline. Members have a shared goal of safety and 
protection of environmental and Indigenous interests in the lands and waters. Currently, there are 
four IAMC subcommittees to address immediate needs and priorities: Marine Shipping; Indigenous 
Monitoring; Engagement; and Socio-Economic Impacts. Members on the IAMC represent a diversity 
of views about the project. Participation does not indicate that a community supports or opposes the 
project, nor does it change the government’s duty to consult. 
Opportunity and benefits to community: The IAMC provides for meaningful Indigenous involvement 
in monitoring a major pipeline project. It is a forum for collaborative problem solving, priority setting 
and innovation in the way govt regulators and potentially impacted communities work together. 
The Marine Shipping Subcommittee provides an opportunity for Indigenous communities to work 
together to address key concerns around marine shipping and related traffic, anchorage, and 
operational spill potential from the Western Approach up to the Westridge Marine Terminal.  
Another opportunity is the Government of Canada’s commitment of $64.7 million over five years to 
support the IAMC. Of this, $42 million in program funding will support Indigenous participation in 
monitoring the project, and addressing issues and priorities of the potentially impacted Indigenous 
communities related to environmental protection, socioeconomic outcomes, and safety.  
Timelines:  2017-2022 
Status update: Program funding is available on an ongoing basis. Please contact us for the Capacity 
Funding Program Guide and Proposal Template at  nrcan.tmxcommittee-comitetmx.rncan@canada.ca 
As of March 31, 2018, $2.7 million has been approved over two years for 11 community-based 
projects focused on: environmental monitoring training; traditional Land Use studies, habitat 
mapping/monitoring, and development of cultural ecological information management systems; 
building environmental management, emergency planning, prevention and response capacity 
(geohazard assessments, enhancing protective services and emergency planning, providing oil spill 
response training, and upgrading emergency communication network infrastructure); and supporting 
economic development and labour force planning capacity. 

Next steps:  The IAMC will advance work focused on key priorities such as: Indigenous monitor 
participation in NEB inspections; mitigating the impacts of work camps; Indigenous inclusion in 
emergency prevention, preparedness and response; and advancing reconciliation. 
The Marine Shipping Subcommittee will continue efforts to support its deliverables, which includes 
completing ongoing outreach and feedback from communities; liaising and coordinating with relevant 
organizations and initiatives; identifying opportunities to enhance Indigenous communities’ capacity 
to protect their rights and interests; and reviewing NEB Conditions for time sensitivity and priority. 

mailto:david.murray@canada.ca
mailto:nrcan.tmxcommittee-comitetmx.rncan@canada.ca
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Anchorages 
Anchorages  Pacific Region Lead: Vija Poruks – Vija.Poruks@tc.gc.ca 

National Lead: Alain Paquet – Alain.Paquet@tc.gc.ca 

Purpose: Through this initiative, we will develop a national framework for the assessment and 
management of anchorages outside the formal jurisdiction of ports.   
Opportunity and benefits to community: Dialogue about issues of concern to identify impacts of 
anchoring on Indigenous and coastal communities to ensure reviews are comprehensive. Opportunity 
to include traditional knowledge into the new national framework so that issues that impact First 
Nations will be considered. 
Timelines: 2018 and 2019 
Status update:  Engagement sessions were held in British Columbia, Quebec, New Brunswick and 
Newfoundland. Interdepartmental Expert Group formed. 
Next steps: Pacific Region: Interim Protocol Implemented February 2018; monthly reports resulting in 
increased dialogue; activities will be posted on regional engagement website in May. National level: 
Face-to-face and online engagement to pursue dialogue and gather input; combined with 
independent research and analysis on economic, scientific, social, cultural and environmental 
considerations will inform Interdepartmental Expert Group’s work to develop a National anchorages 
framework, and a best practice guide for vessels at anchor. In 2019, Transport will present the 
Anchorages framework and the best practice guide to partners and stakeholders. 

 
Places of Refuge 

Places of Refuge Pacific Region Lead: David Kyle,  David.Kyle@tc.gc.ca  
Purpose: This initiative will identify sheltered locations on the BC coast where vessels seeking 
assistance can safely stabilize a situation that might otherwise cause hazards to navigation or 
threaten human life or the environment. 
Opportunity and benefits to community: Ensure local knowledge of socio-economic activity, 
ecologically sensitive areas and traditional use is incorporated in the place of refuge planning process, 
and to ensure community involvement in the response to a future place of refuge request. 
Timelines: 2018 - 2022 
Status update:  This process is complete for Haida Gwaii, and the remainder of the BC coast is now 
being studied to identify potentially suitable locations for places of refuge. 
Next steps: Provide more detailed information to coastal communities with interests in potential 
places of refuge to support awareness, participation and decision-making. 

 
  

mailto:Vija.Poruks@tc.gc.ca
mailto:Alain.Paquet@tc.gc.ca
mailto:David
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Emergency Towing Capacity 

 
Environmental Response Overview 

Environmental Response Overview National Leads: Julie Mah, Julie.Mah@tc.gc.ca  
Pacific Region Lead: Kevin Carrigan, 
Kevin.Carrigan@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

Purpose: Provides ER Planning and Training opportunities to communities to increase capacity for 
response efforts 
Opportunity and benefits to community: information on federal activities and programs to prevent, 
respond to, and provide liability and compensation for oil spills from ships. 
Timelines: In-place and ongoing 
Status update:  N/A 
Next steps: N/A 

 

  

Emergency Towing Capacity Pacific Region Lead: Kevin Carrigan, 
Kevin.Carrigan@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
National Lead for West Coast Towing Needs 
Assessment: Jonathan Mahdi, Joanathan.mahdi@dfo-
mpo.gc.ca 

Purpose: The objective of the Towing Needs Assessment is to identify needs, gaps, and areas of risk 
along the west coast of Canada and to propose recommendations and potential mitigation solutions. 
The feedback provided through engagement with Indigenous Peoples, Industry, Academia, and with 
Stakeholders will complement a literature review and data analysis which will help inform future 
decisions for investments in emergency towing capacity in Canada. 
Opportunity and benefits to community: The engagement on the Towing Needs Assessment will 
provide Indigenous Peoples, Industry, and other stakeholders the opportunity to participate in the 
discussion and provide feedback on the initiative. 
Timeline: Summer 2018 
Status update:  Engagement sessions are currently in progress (until May) 
Next steps:  Work toward finalizing the Towing Needs Assessment report. 

mailto:Julie.Mah@tc.gc.ca
mailto:Kevin.Carrigan@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:Kevin.Carrigan@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:Joanathan.mahdi@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:Joanathan.mahdi@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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Response Organization Standards 

 
Hazardous and Noxious Substances 

 
  

Response Organization Standards National Lead: Michael Wallace 
Michael.wallace@tc.gc.ca 

Purpose: Transport Canada is reviewing Response Organization standards to identify opportunities for 
improvement, as part of an effort to improve Canada’s Ship-Source Oil Spill Preparedness and 
Response Regime 
Opportunity and benefits to community: Understanding of Transport Canada’s effort to review of 
response organization standards and opportunity to provide comments and perspectives. 
Timelines: 2018-2019 
Status update:  A discussion paper on this initiative will be posted on Let’s Talk OPP. 
Next steps: In parallel to online engagement, targeted engagement will be undertaken in the coming 
months on potential changes to Response Organization standards. 

Hazardous and Noxious Substances National Lead: Michael Wallace 
Michael.wallace@tc.gc.ca   

Purpose: Through this initiative, we will develop a national program of preparedness and response for 
hazardous and noxious substances (HNS) releases from ships. We will also position the Government 
of Canada to accede to the International Maritime Organization’s Protocol for HNS preparedness and 
response. 
Opportunity and benefits to community: Increased awareness of hazardous and noxious substances 
and better understanding of the OPP hazardous and noxious substances initiative. 
Timelines: 2017-2020 
Status update:  A discussion paper on this initiative will soon be posted on Let’s Talk OPP. 
Next steps: In parallel to online engagement, national engagement will be undertaken in the coming 
months on the proposal for a national HNS preparedness and response program. 

mailto:Michael.wallace@tc.gc.ca
mailto:Michael.wallace@tc.gc.ca


INIT IATIVES “AT-A-GLANCE” 

Enhancing Indigenous Partnerships for  Nanaimo, BC 
Oceans Protection on the South Coast  May 8-9, 2018 
 

 
  8 

Oil Spill Science 

 
Mitigating underwater ship noise  

Oil Spill Science Pacific Region Lead: March Klaver, DFO  
National Lead: Dr. Heather Dettman (NRCan) and  Dr. 
Kenneth Lee (DFO) 

Purpose: To conduct research studies to better understand the behavior of oil in water, as well as 
how oil products affect fish and other aquatic species, as well as studies on the development and 
testing of alternative response measures (ARMs) to expand the “tool box” for oil spill clean-up and 
contaminated site restoration. 
Opportunity and benefits to community: Scientific research under this program is aimed at providing 
the information required for science-based decision making during oil spill response operations.  The 
science deliverables and training of personnel under this program will enhance the capability of 
coastal communities to respond to and remediate the effects of accidental oil spills. 
Timelines: 2017-2021 
Status update:  Experimental wave tank studies on oil fate, behavior and effects are ongoing; 
research projects on alternative response measures are under development 
Next steps:  

Mitigating underwater ship noise Pacific Region Lead: Jeff Pelton, Jeff.Pelton@tc.gc.ca 
National Lead: Sonja Henneman, 
Sonja.henneman@tc.gc.ca  

Purpose: The Southern Resident Killer Whale (SRKW) is endangered and one of the key threats to 
recovery is underwater noise. This initiative supports DFO’s recovery efforts by addressing the 
underwater noise from vessels. In the short term, TC aims to reduce and mitigate noise through 
operational measures. In the longer term, TC is pursuing options that reduce underwater noise 
through vessel design and technology. 
Opportunity and benefits to community: SRKW is culturally significant to many SC indigenous 
communities. In fact it is culturally significant to all Canadians. As we research and trial ways to 
reduce underwater noise and/or its impact on SRKW, especially their ability to forage for Chinook 
Salmon, we want to hear traditional knowledge, especially regarding geographic areas of importance 
to the killer whale and areas where sound may have a greater impact, as well as other things like 
behavioural responses of whales to different types of sounds (small vessel vs large vessel). 
Timelines:  Transport Canada hopes to finalize the risk assessment by August 15 and progress other 
analyses in the remainder of 2018, while supporting research trials that result in tangible benefits. 
Status update:  Transport Canada has identified several long term noise reduction options and is 
working to incorporate noise reduction targets into vessel designs. TC has identified several 
mitigation measures for underwater noise and is currently evaluating them from a number of 
perspectives (safety, feasibility, economic, efficiency, effectiveness across multiple geographies). 

mailto:Jeff.Pelton@tc.gc.ca
mailto:Sonja.henneman@tc.gc.ca
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Marine Mammal Response 

  

Next steps: Last year, Transport Canada supported a trial speed reduction in Haro Strait that was led 
by the VFPA ECHO program. It was successful and generated a huge amount of useful data to inform 
future decisions. Transport Canada is supportive of further trials of noise reducing operations in the 
Salish Sea this year in collaboration with the ECHO program and industry partners. 

Marine Mammal Response Pacific Region Lead: Genevieve Cauffope, DFO 
Genevieve.cauffope@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
Darla Farrington, DFO 

Purpose: Build internal capacity to assist and support marine mammal responses 
Opportunity and benefits to community: Designated fisheries guardians will have opportunities to 
join training sessions when offered to local DFO Conservation & Protection officers, both for large 
whale disentanglements and live-stranded animals. 
Timelines: 2017-2021 with specific resources and then ongoing 
Status update:  50 fishery officers were trained in live-stranded responses in the winter; 23 trained in 
basic sampling (necropsy) on dead marine mammals and 2 for level 1 disentanglement (large whales). 
Members of the coastal watchmen (2) and of the Kitasoo/Xai’xais Nation (2) in Klemtu were trained in 
level 1 disentanglement in September 2017. 
Next steps: in 2018-2019, 30 Fishery officers to be trained in all 3 components and marine mammal 
gear to be spread along the coast of BC in Conservation & Protection offices 

mailto:Genevieve.cauffope@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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Proactive Vessel Management 
Proactive Vessel Management  Pacific Region Lead: Louise Murgatroyd, 

Louise.Murgatroyd@tc.gc.ca  
Purpose: To reduce vessel traffic conflicts between marine users and improve environmental/cultural 
protection in local waterways by improving collaboration between Canada and Indigenous and 
coastal communities. Transport Canada is leading the development of national framework, supported 
by pilot projects in the Arctic and Northern BC, to guide the future roll-out of PVM across Canada.  
Opportunity and benefits to community: PVM responds to recent concerns about the impacts of 
shipping in local waterways. PVM will identify new or existing forums to involve Indigenous and 
coastal communities in collaborative processes with representatives from the maritime industry, 
federal departments, other levels of government, ENGOs and marine stakeholders. The forums will 
foster information-sharing and improve understanding between waterway users. Participants will be 
able to identify and analyze marine traffic issues and develop practical solutions. TC is actively seeking 
input into the development of the national framework which will consider such elements as guiding 
principles, governance, information gathering and analysis, potential mitigation measures, 
monitoring, compliance and evaluation. TC also wishes to understand the perspectives of South Coast 
First Nations regarding what the future roll-out of PVM could look like. For example, is a regional or 
sub-regional approach preferable? If the latter, how might sub-regions be defined? 
Timelines: 2018-2020 
Status update:  Initial engagement on considerations for the national framework is currently 
underway and will be on-going. Pilot projects the Arctic and the Northern BC are being launched and 
will continue through September 2019.   
Next steps: A discussion paper will be available shortly to support dialogue and feedback on the 
concept and framework for PVM. Pilot project work in the Arctic and Northern BC will continue 
through September 2019. TC will seek additional opportunities for on-going engagement. 

 
Sensitivity Mapping for Preparedness and Response Activities  

Sensitivity Mapping for Preparedness and 
Response Activities - ECCC 

National Lead: Veronique Seguin 
Veronique.Seguin@Canada.ca 

Purpose: Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) is collecting data to better understand the 
current coastal environment in Northern BC.  This information will be used to support emergency 
preparedness and response activities. Working closely with our partners, ECCC will make sure that the 
most up-to-date data is used for decision making to help protect British Columbia’s northern coast.  
ECCC is also responsible for managing the tool used to translate this data.  This tool will be used to get 
better information for making decisions around environmental emergency response. ECCC is 
supporting work to develop and complete response plans, as well as the development of policy 
options for a national program. 
Opportunity and benefits to community:  
• Work together to identify and prioritize traditional and cultural knowledge of resources that may 

be at risk in the event of environmental emergencies. 
• Collaborate to improve data and knowledge sharing on resource at risk. This will make the 

information more useful for emergency preparedness and response activities. 

mailto:Louise.Murgatroyd@tc.gc.ca
mailto:Veronique.Seguin@Canada.ca
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• Help increase awareness and understanding on how we can safely transport dangerous goods.  
Timelines: 2017-2022 
Status update:  Ongoing 
Next steps: Continued studies are underway. Please contact Veronique.Seguin@Canada.ca for more 
information. 

 
Marine Training Program 
 

 
 

Marine Training Program Pacific Region Lead: Lorraine Gill 
Lorraine.Gill@tc.gc.ca 

Purpose: To Increase participation of Indigenous peoples and women in marine safety and 
environmental protection careers by 1) facilitating access to basic marine training and 2) increase 
awareness of career opportunities in the marine sector.  
Opportunity and benefits to community: Transport Canada will provide Marine Training Institutions 
funding to improve access to marine industry training for underrepresented groups, in particular 
indigenous peoples and women. 
Timelines: 4-years from 2018 to 2021 
Status update:  Announcement in the North of Canada was announced in January 2018 
Next steps:  

mailto:Veronique.Seguin@Canada.ca
mailto:Lorraine.Gill@tc.gc.ca
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