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Enhancing Indigenous Partnerships for 
Oceans Protection on the South Coast 

 
Vancouver Island Conference Centre 

101 Gordon St, Nanaimo, BC 
Benson Room 

 
May 8, 2018  9:00 am to 4:30 pm (Registration at 8:15) 
May 9, 2018  8:00 am to 3:30 pm 

 
Participants include representatives from South Coast BC indigenous groups and federal 
government departments including Transport Canada, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 
Canadian Coast Guard, Natural Resources Canada, Environment and Climate Change 
Canada, and others as appropriate. Discussions at this workshop are without-prejudice 
and do not reduce or replace the Crown’s obligations to consult.  

Context 
South Coast BC indigenous groups and the Government of Canada both have interests 
and responsibilities for marine safety and stewardship on the South Coast.  The federal 
Oceans Protection Plan (OPP), as well as other federal-Indigenous initiatives, provides an 
opportunity for these interests to be better understood, possibly aligned, and for progress 
to be made together on specific shared outcomes on and off the water.   
 
With regard to the OPP specifically, there is a need to better plan together how different 
initiatives are coordinated, and how indigenous groups can best contribute to and 
benefit from them.  The OPP has a core focus on “Indigenous Partnerships”.  All parties 
(Indigenous and federal) need a common understanding of what this means and how 
opportunities could be advanced.  Groups also want to know what kinds of supports are 
available, what projects are underway, and how different knowledge bases could 
contribute. 
 
A joint planning group was established in March 2018 to co-develop an agenda for this 
workshop that explores these issues.  The joint planning group is open to anyone with the 
time and interest.  It will help to identify lessons learned from this workshop to apply to 
future sessions.  
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Workshop Purpose and Objectives:  
 
The purpose of the workshop is to bring South Coast Indigenous groups and federal 
representatives together to find ways to better collaborate on the OPP and other relevant 
marine safety and stewardship initiatives.   
  
OBJECTIVES: 
 

1. Share information and ideas…and give Indigenous groups the information they 
need to know about what’s going on with the OPP, and allow federal groups to 
better understand what’s underway and of interest at the community level; 
 

2. Learn together…from different perspectives and different ways of knowing; 
 

3. Identify and advance real opportunities…through open and constructive 
discussions about how Indigenous groups can get more involved in the OPP, 
explore what partnership means, and where there’s a shared interest to do more, 
discuss what is necessary to move forward; and 
 

4. Improve alignment and coordination…by starting a discussion about how 
Indigenous groups are currently engaged in the OPP, determine if there is any 
value to developing new approaches, and if so HOW that could be worked on.  
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AGENDA 
 

DAY 1: Tuesday, May 8th 
Oceans Protection Information, Learning and Ways of Knowing 

 
8:15 am  Registration and Networking (coffee and tea available) 
 
9:00 am  Opening and Overview 
  -Territory Welcome and Prayer 
 

Workshop Welcome  
-Chief Gordon Planes, T’Sou-ke Nation, on behalf of joint Planning Group 

 -Jessica Bratty, Facilitator, agenda overview & “Spirit of the Dialogue” 
 -Tech overview and briefing  
 -Group introductions 

 
9:45 am Background and OPP Recap 

-What is the OPP? Current context, Engagement and Consultation, 
Funding, Highlight Initiatives 

  Robert Dick, Transport Canada  
  Yvette Myers, Transport Canada 
 -Brief Q&A 
 -Overview of Trade Show 
 

10:45 am Break  
 
11:00 am  What does Enhancing Partnerships Mean?  

Small group table discussion on:  
1. What do you expect/need from initiative partners, and vice versa? 
2. What are examples of successful Indigenous-government partnerships 

in your area? What makes them successful? What are some barriers? 

  
 Example OPP Initiative: Maritime Awareness Information System I & 2  

 Kelly Larkin, Transport Canada / Scott Moseley, Canadian Coast Guard 
 Indigenous perspective on MAIS - Pacheedaht First Nation 
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12:00 pm Lunch Provided - Rolling into Trade Show  
 
12:30 pm  OPP Trade Show, and Other Relevant Initiatives 

 A number of different tables with displays where participants can 
 circulate informally, ask questions and develop relationships  

 
1:45 pm Towards Alignment in Our “Ways of Knowing” 

 An Indigenous perspective on integrating knowledge systems:   
  Assessment of the Trans Mountain Pipeline and Tanker Expansion  
  Proposal - Carleen Thomas, Tseil Waututh Nation 

  
 A federal perspective on ways Indigenous Knowledge and perspectives 
 could be better incorporated into OPP: Cumulative Effects of Marine 
 Shipping – Paula Doucette, Transport Canada 

  
 Small group discussion on how different knowledge systems could be 
 better integrated into OPP 

1. Learning from the examples shared or other experiences in your area, 
how could we proceed to better integrate Indigenous knowledge 
into the OPP?  Are there some key understandings/protocols that 
would need to be established up  front?  

2. Would this topic benefit from further discussion? If so, what are some 
ideas for what would make it successful?  

3. For the Cumulative Effects of Marine Shipping Initiative specifically, 
how might Indigenous perspectives and traditional knowledge be 
incorporated into a potential future Cumulative Effects assessment? 

 
3:15 pm Building our Knowledge on Oceans Protection   

 Ship Noise Mitigation Risk Assessment: Jeff Pelton, Transport Canada / 
 Nigel Greenwood, Consultant 
 

4:15 pm Closing Remarks and Adjourn by 4:30 
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AGENDA 
 

DAY 2: Tuesday, May 9th 
Oceans Protection Opportunities, Challenges and Coordination 

 
8:00 am  Tier 1 Networking Breakfast (for indigenous participants) 
 
9:30 am  Quick Welcome Back (for all participants) 
  Overview of Day II 
   Any updates from Tier I? 
 
10:00 am Perspectives and Opportunities on Marine Safety and Response 
  Federal perspectives on opportunities for participation and partnership 
  in marine  safety and response 
   Context and Opportunities: Julie Mah, Transport Canada 
   Response Planning: Tim McCann, Canadian Coast Guard 

 
 An Indigenous perspective and experience on safety and response -  
 Chief Gordon Planes, T’sou-ke Nation 

 
 Current opportunities to… 
 Inform future policy, standards, and legislation  

-Legislative and policy amendments, e.g., Environmental response, Ship 
Source Oil Pollution Fund, Alternative Response Measures: Julie Mah, 
Transport Canada 

  -Response Organization Standards: Michael Wallace, Transport Canada 
  
 Inform Operations 
   Towing Needs Assessment: Kevin Carrigan, Canadian Coast Guard 
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 Plenary Dialogue: 

1. How can Indigenous groups best provide feedback, and where possible 
input, to future policies, standards and legislation?  

2. How can we work better together, along with other responders, on 
improvements to on the water response?   

3. What are some constraints or barriers? What is needed to overcome them? 

11:40 am Strengthening Training Opportunities – Panel Dialogue 
  On the Water Training Ideas and Opportunities: Geoffrey Carrow, 

 Canadian Coast Guard / First Nations Fisheries Council / Lorraine Gill, 
 Transport Canada  

 
12:30 am Lunch Provided 
 
1:30 pm Towards More Alignment and Coordination 

 How are we currently working together?  Overview of current OPP 
 engagement approach: Lorraine Gill, Transport Canada. Plenary 
 dialogue: How might OPP coordination and alignment be improved? 

   
 Example OPP Initiative: Proactive Vessel Management 

   Louise Murgatroyd: Transport Canada. Looking ahead, how might  
  Indigenous groups work together to engage & participate in a   
  potential future PVM roll-out in the South Coast?  What are some key  
  considerations that would inform whether and how groups choose to  
  participate? 

 
2:00 pm OPP Q & A (as time permits) 

 Wrap up plenary Q&A, working through outstanding online questions 
 
3:00 pm Next Steps and Close 
  -What we heard at this workshop, and upcoming on OPP 
  -Other workshop next steps  
  -Concluding remarks 
 
3:30 pm  Adjourn  
   

    Thank you for your ideas, advice and involvement 
 

Safe travels home! 
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