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What is the Review? 

• As part of the Oceans Protection 

Plan, the Government of 

Canada is strengthening 

Canada’s oil spill preparedness 

and response regime 

• This includes reviewing the 

requirements for the response 

organizations that provide oil spill 

response services in Canada
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Background

• Canada’s Marine Oil Spill 

Preparedness and Response 

Regime was established in 1995 

as a partnership between 

government and industry

• Industry-funded response 

organizations provide oil spill 

clean-up services for prescribed 

vessels and oil handling facilities
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What are we trying to accomplish? 
• Gather feedback on how the current requirements for 

response organizations could be improved.  For example:

– Making the requirements more risk-based

– Reducing response times

– A more transparent certification process

– Building public awareness

• Update the existing requirements for oil spill response 

organizations through changes to regulations and standards
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When? 
• Discussion paper and questions will be posted on Let’s Talk 

OPP this spring; written submissions are welcome through Let’s 

Talk OPP or to michael.wallace@tc.gc.ca

• Expect to publish a What We Heard report in Fall 2018 along 
with proposed options for changing the requirements for oil 

spill response organizations

• Feedback on the proposed options to be sought in Fall 2018

mailto:michael.wallace@tc.gc.ca
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Where do we start? 

• How do you feel about the marine industry’s preparedness for 

oil spills?

• With Canada’s oil spill response organizations:

– How can the requirements for response organizations be made 

more flexible to account for local conditions and risks?

– How can time standards for oil spill response be improved?

– How can we make the certification process more transparent?
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Next steps 

• Visit me during the trade show to have a discussion

• Sign up during the trade show to receive updates on the 

initiative, including notices of future opportunities to meet

• Please visit the Let’s Talk OPP page and provide a submission 
or answer a discussion question

• Contact Michael Wallace (Michael.Wallace@tc.gc.ca) for 

more information

mailto:Michael.Wallace@tc.gc.ca

