
            

 

 

Local Environmental Observer (LEO) Network Launched in British Columbia 

The Local Environmental Observer (LEO) Network is 

a platform for local observers to record observations 

of unusual changes in plants, animals, and the 

environment, and to share these observations and 

collaborate with topic experts with indigenous and 

Western scientific forms of knowledge. The purpose 

of the Network is to increase understanding of 

environmental change and to help identify healthy and 

effective ways to adapt to those changes. LEO 

integrates indigenous, local, and scientific knowledge.  

The LEO Network was designed by the Alaska Native 

Tribal Health Consortium (ANTHC) in 2009 to help 

describe connections between climate change, 

environmental impacts, and health effects, and to give 

local communities a platform and a voice. Since its 

inception, the LEO Network has expanded with new 

geographic regions (hubs) extending all along the 

Pacific coast from Alaska to the Baja Peninsula of 

Mexico, and in other regions.  

The First Nations Health Authority officially launched 

the first hub in British Columbia on November 15, 

2016 with a ‘LEO Network Champions Workshop’ at 

the First Peoples House at the University of Victoria. 

The First Peoples House is an inspiring centre that 

serves as a safe and welcoming place to encourage the 

building of community. It was the perfect venue to 

bring the diverse group of 32 participants together to 

kick off the implementation of the LEO Network in 

BC. Participants, consisting of First Nations regional 

champions and representatives from public, private, 

and non-profit groups such as the Commission for 

Environmental Cooperation, Federal and Provincial 

Agencies, the US Environmental Protection Agency, 

The Royal BC Museum, Ocean Networks Canada, and 

the Coastal Stewardship Network came from across 

the nation, the USA, and from all over BC.  

The workshop began with a cleansing smudge and 

opening prayer by the resident Elder. A talking circle 

served as an effective way to open our hearts and our 

minds and share personal and professional 

experiences about the impacts of the changing climate 

on people’s daily lives. Furthermore, everyone was 

asked to reflect on how the LEO Network could be a 

benefit to them or their organizations. Experiences 

and stories that were shared in the talking circle 

encompassed changes in the environment that ranged 

from small to extreme; some were sad or even tragic, 

but there were also stories of unity, positive 

opportunities, and hope. The talking circle was a 

respectful approach that set the stage for the workshop 

and provided a sense of communion and 

interconnectedness for the participants.  

During the afternoon portion of the workshop, 

ANTHC representatives led the group through the 

various components of the LEO Network website and 

mobile app. They provided guidance on what makes a 

good observation and outlined tools that are available 

to create rich observations and ways of maximizing 

the sharing of knowledge.  

Overall response from the workshop was enthusiastic 

and positive. Most participants felt that communities 

and other groups in their region would benefit from 

joining the LEO Network and they were eager to share 

the information they had learned. A few participants 

even posted LEO observations from their regions, 

which provided examples to be discussed during the 

workshop. A couple of the unique ideas that were 

posed during the training were ways to incorporate 



 

different First Nations languages into the Network and 

potentially including map overlays for traditional 

place names and territories. Some of the challenges 

expressed were around concerns regarding community 

approval of sensitive observations and how the LEO 

Network would complement existing programs 

already being utilized in BC by some First Nations 

communities.   

The LEO Network began in Alaska with the intention 

of providing a tool to help local observers share 

observations of unusual environmental and biological 

changes, and to provide communities with a platform 

to document and communicate those changes. It has 

now expanded across North America and continues to 

grow with each new observation. The LEO Network is 

open to all so come join the Network and together we 

can share, learn, and create solutions for adapting to 

our ever changing environment.  

https://www.leonetwork.org/en/
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